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MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW ’ v

Betweens Mr. S. W. F. Hansen, Bopresentative of the British Ministry
of Food, attached to British Rmbassy, Washington, D. C. '

John L, Harvey, Deputy Commissioner of Food and Drugs
James R. Cribbett, Division of Field Operations

Mr. Hansen called to obtain information on our experience with
tuna from Japan. The inquiry was at the request of his goverment.
Since the request was classified SECREY Ly the British Qovermmesnt, the
ure of it will not be discussed in this memoranchm. Prior
we had decided that we would discuss only public
Howevsr, since public information on this

precise nat
1o Mr. Hansenfts visit,
or unclassified information.

L_’:ll protlex is extremely reager, it was evident thet Mr. Hanssn could not
m obtain a true picture of the situation unlsss we discussed unpublished,
i but unclassified, information in our possession. -
< Mr. Hansen made it clear that the British Government desires
<>( to avoid making any official pronouncemeni which is at variance with
> pronouncexnents or policy of the Governzent of the United States. BHe
o also mentioned that the only tuna imported from Japan into the
O British Isles 1s canned.
O
}(7) We furnishecd Mr. Hansen the following informations
L 1. We described how we monitored each frosen tuna imported
m fron: Japar with portable geiger counters from the middle
of ¥arch, 1554, until seversl months later. We alse
checked canned tuna during that period. The Japanese had
. o also set up a monitoring system whereby any tuna showing
A D an zctivity grester than background was destroyed.
Q
: a \EMZ. Aftar several mont-s of essentially negative findinzs, we
Pt | LU reduced our checking %o & portion of the cargo of each
g > “;%) ship fror Japan. Ve subsequently reduced these checks to
= ~O[~t  a portion of the cargo from every 2nd, 3rd, or Lth
i R L 2 shipment, and ended our monitoring during the month of
= Hh0 g‘q Septemd ¢
Hoe /gy remen
g ghz ; ' %Q'L The Japanese eventually established a tolerance of 100
Cr o feopld ! i counts per minute, including tackground, for the tira.
S gk r~ A fow months ago the Japanese raised this tolerance to
SV \#Q ; \ 500 counts per minute. Our reconds irdicate that whsn
o et i(;): i ~ B operating under tnase figur:s '.e percentage of fish
~ 3 ';:‘ N et § rojected becsuse of radicaciivity was o very small part
o \3 . f‘: S of ‘re catch. (Althc.zh we did not sc state to Mr, Hanzenm,
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8.

we are cum leoiely satisZled tiatl a toiers ce
cripinally des'gred for use on fleh contoninuied
with, radicactive asn can be logically epplied to
fish wheose racioactivity arises from tie ingesticn
of radioactive materials.)

Durirg our entire monitoring procedure we encountered

only 3 tina showing evidence of radicactivity, out of

nany thcusends wiich we examined. One of these fish

was exanined by tre New York operations office of the

LEC, on May 23, 15Sh. We siicwed Mr. Hansen the results

of th8t examinstion, which discl.sed thes greatest

activity in the bone and kidney, intermediate activity

in the skin, and rather low activity in the edible

portior. We showd Mr. Hansen data indicating that the

activity in the flesn was sppr ximately double that of

the natural redioasstivity of camed tuna. This natural

activity is due to naturally-cccurring radiosotiver ... .im.nt of Energy
potassiun. . Historian's Offlce

We also discussed briefly the affect of canning upon thﬁhbHWES
radioactivity of a Suna showi-r some man-made radioactivity,

as cisclosed bty a simulated c-ning procedure conducted by

our Divisions of Pharmacology :nd Foode 7:is showed that
tlere was some lcss of radicxzctivity of the edible portions
diring the canning process. '2 stated that we had not
announced an ctficial tolerance for radicactivity in tuna.

We pointaed out, however, that £FC hai informally made some
siggestions to the Japanege wi.' ch res lted in their

adopting the 100 cpa and later tre 500 cpm values.

we szid that our information si.-wed tnat scme tuna
showing evidence of redioactiv.iy were arriving in Japan
us recently as last October. »e Lave no Information as
to Iindinge since tonat date.

oir groatepgl cunceir '.as hew . -t' long-lived isotopes
s.ch as Sr§9 and 890 w.ich e:: -stabolized in a fasnion
sinilar to calciuz and thus -2 a3 deposited in the bone.
During the first fow weeks after an atomic explosion, we
are also concerned with radicaciive gesium, which ‘a
likely to appear thaoughout the tissues.

We pointed out that whet.:r t.e radioactivity of canned
tuna constitutes danger to p:rliec health depends upon
soveral factors, including the activity of the tuna, the
amount likely to be consumed Uy any member of the
population, and such tninzs as the age and Lealih of the
individual, Whils w8 would no!t LUe concernad over the
effect on public realth of an occasional tuna showing
sorie san-made rediosstivity, we would becoss concernsd
if 8ll tuna snowed an increase in radiosctiviiy as
meagured by field inetrumemtis,
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9. Dissipation ¢! radicactive fall-out in ocesa waters
is not a srad.al spreacing out of the activity from
the region of highest concentration to unoontaminsted
rerions, but that in all probability the process resulis
in scattered pockets arnd streams of higher radicactive
materials in the Pscific. We can speculate that tuna
which ncw shovw radiocactivily from ingested msterials
have been living in, or Lave pussed through, such
pockeis; or Lave teen feeding on plant or animal life
whion ras been uxposed in thLese areas.

)

10, Mr. Hansen warted copies of any official pronounceuent on
the matier by tie Food and D¢ ldninistration. We
furnished a copy of Cowmissioner Crawford's statement of
March 26, 195L %o our Anbassador to Japan. We stated
that since this statemsent wes 1ssved very early in the
courpe of our monitoring o,erations, we felt that it did
not have much value for the situation now confronting
the Eritiar Governasnt.

Mr. Harsen said tiat the unpubiisied information we furnished
would e used only as Lackground inforastion by his government, and
wuld not be publicised. .+ ~f Energy
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